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By the time the temple bell rang out over the town on the
morning of the entrance ceremony, the cherry trees that
earlier graduates had planted for those who would follow

them were already in full bloom, like soft pink clouds.
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Not every swallow that returned with the bright,
warm breeze was counted, because the children
and their grandfather looked only under the eaves

along the lane within sound of the temple bell.
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If the wind had been blowing the other way, we
would not have heard the temple bell on the hill,
but as it was, the fragrant breeze carried its sound

over the carp streamers to my father and me.
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Only when the long rains finally stopped did my mother and
I see the hydrangeas around the old temple bell, the moss
along the path, and the little bamboo-leaf boats the children

had floated on the pond come together as one garden.
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Since the town dimmed its street lights, more fireflies
have been crisscrossing above the stream in the
deepening dusk, though the children and neighbors who

count them together say it will take years to know why.
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The fireworks will go ahead as planned as long as
the cool evening breeze stays gentle and there
are enough volunteers at the intersection by

the river to help older neighbors to their seats.
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Each neighborhood wanted the festival stage on its
own street, so they set it up at the crossroads where
the two streets meet, took turns dancing in the evening

glow, and all danced together once the lanterns were lit.
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Though clouds might still hide the harvest moon, the class
chose the school roof despite the four flights of stairs,
because no other place would let everyone watch it rise

together over the spot where the railway crosses the river.
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When she stopped on the way home and took
her time retying her ribbon, her little brother
worried that she was tired, but she was only

lingering in the scent of the fragrant olive.
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Her friends imagined she was lonely on those long nights,
but for her, the hours spent by lamplight writing letters
that tied her to faraway friends were the fullest of the year.
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We thought the passing showers had stripped the
maples bare, but a photo a friend sent that morning
showed the whole valley still glowing like brocade,

so we laced up our boots and set out after all.
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As the year drew to a close, she tied the decorative cords
for the New Year the way her grandmother had taught
her, but she let the youngest children choose the colors.
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Only official events go into the village office's
records, so the first red dawn that everyone
climbed the hill together to see appears nowhere in
them, yet no one who was there has forgotten the

colors that morning's light wove across the snow.
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The patterns of light woven by the snow lanterns
my father and I built on snow-lit nights come back
to me as clearly as if I had seen them yesterday,

though a clear memory is not always an accurate one.
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The test results showed he was only halfway to
recovery, but for him, walking with his granddaughter
through a scene woven of fragrant plum blossoms and

the last of the snow meant he was already well again.
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Just before graduation, as the cherry buds swelled with pale
pink, she rewrote the letter she had written to her classmates
on her first day, not to take back what she had said but to

say more precisely what three years had woven in her heart.
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